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ried a Duvall, and the name Philadelphia, which was the name of one of 
the daughters of Nathaniel Pope and Miss Duvall, was the name of a 
sister of William Claiborne. In the Journal of the House Delegates for 
Dec. 28, 1785, it is stated that Philip Duvall, Claiborne Duvall, and Samuel 
Duvall were children of Samuel Duvall, deced. 



JOHN CLAYTON 

Commenting upon the article "The Contribution of Virginia to 
Science," which appeared in the April number of this Magazine, Dr. W. C. 
Peckham, of Brooklyn, on the editorial staff of the Scientific American, 
writes as follows : 

"I was much interested in your note about the John Clayton for 
whom the Claytonia Virginica was named, about which you remark, 'is 
occassionally met with.' Is that all in the home of its baptism? Is that 
all? It is a very common spring flower in the North. It has a wide range 
East and West, from Nova Scotia to Saskatchewan, and South to the 
Carolinas in the Alleghanies. We call it the 'Spring Beauty' for a 
popular name. 

"A remark you made in regard to the other, the Reverend John 
Clayton interested me. There was a John Clayton, who is thus alluded 
to in the Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. VI., page 483 A, of the Eleventh 
Edition, 'Prior to 1691, however, Dr. John Clayton, dean of Kildare, 
filled bladders with inflammable gas obtained by the distillation of coal 
and showed that on pricking the bladders and applying a light to the 
escaping gas it burst into a luminous flame.' Might it be that this was 
the same man who was in Virginia, and that his "spirit" was a gas and 
not an oil?... I do not know." 



EDUCATION AND LETTERS IN VIRGINIA 1824-1835 

It is proposed to republish a group of very valuable essays by certain 
Virginians, composed between the years 1824-1835, chiefly for delivery 
as addresses before the Literary and Philosophical Society of Hampden- 
Sidney College. 

The authors of these papers were John Holt Rice, G. P. Cushing, 
William Maxwell, James Mercer Garnett, J. B. Harrison, Lucian Minor. 

The names of these men are, in great part, their own guarantee. But 
those in any way interested now may be assured that the character of 
work in these papers is extraordinarily high — the best thought of men 
of brains and principle and literary accomplishments. The work is 
homogeneous, because for some reason each of these men chose for his 
subject the state of letters, science or education in Virginia at that time. 
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The cost of publishing the work proposed — running a good deal be- 
yond a hundred pages — will be around $125. Those wishing to guarantee 
the cost of the book, receiving copies pro rata, will communicate with 
the undersigned. 

A. J. Morrison. 

Box 160, Hampden-Sidney, Va. 



QUERIES OF MRS. SMITHWICK 

The undersigned has been four years engaged in a very extensive 
research in the interest of a genealogical work which she is preparing for 
publication under the title, "Some Prominent Families of Virginia and 
North Carolina," the data for which she obtained first-hand in a personal 
search which she made of the old records of 42 Virginia counties and 
15 of North Carolina. She desires to hear from all persons who know 
themselves to be descended from the following : 

Capt. Nathaniel Ridley (emigrant) Isle of Wight Co., Va. 

Henry Isham (emigrant) Henrico Co., Va., through either of his two 
daughters, Mary (Isham) Randolph and Anne (Isham) Eppes. 

Colonel Robet Boiling (emigrant) Prince George Co., Va., through 
his second wife, Anne Stith. 

Maj. John Stith (emigrant) Charles City Co., Va. 

Lieut-Col. Francis Eppes (emigrant) Charles City Co., Va. 

David Walker, Prince George Co., Va. 

Dr. Samuel Browne, Isle of Wight Co., Va. 

John Vaughan, Isle of Wight Co., Va., afterwards of Northampton 
Co., N. C. 

Colonel Robert Dickins (emigrant) Person Co., N. C. 

Richard Bolton, Isle of Wight Co., Va., afterwards of Edgecombe 
Co., N. C. 

Edward Lewis, Mecklenburg Co., Va. — Mrs. Martha C. D. Smith- 
wick, 881 Washington Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 



